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Is Chinese hard to learn?
An overview of Chinese learning difficulties in relation to Chinese teaching methods

DOERBHEF?

AR DOEME Y LR 5 B ITERI R R
Nada Moghith [ &z
A
B IR NS B SC & 1] 361000
AR BT S X W e 422 5

Nada Moghith
Doctoral student
Xiamen University college of Humanities Chinese department Xiamen 361000
No. 422 Siming south street, Siming District, Xiamen City, Fujian Province, China

DUERBHEF?
AR DB LR 5 EBE TR R R

WE: DOEMEFMERMRIETXOERREMWIIES, N TEHEREENHE
RGNPEE SCFW I E R R DO A9 530, BIUERE I AT 5
“TLE PHRIE TR, HURT LLASIE) A R BR HI W DOE & eSS . DUR TR — 7 X
“TRVIEARE L, WR—HIEF R iR W ik 257 N MR HE & & H AA 1
HMESF R 7 ARSI AR o B 5 2138 A P U H AT DGE 2 R P 07 51 7251
S HEE T T E M, AR R DO DO 2= AR 35

R PUEMEY:; WX 0IF: DU/ DLEEE

Is Chinese hard to learn?
An overview of Chinese learning difficulties in relation to Chinese teaching methods

Abstract: One of the reasons that makes learning Chinese language a difficult and
complexed process to those whose native language is phonetic and based on alphabets, is the fact
that Chinese Language is an ideographic and visual language. However, if when teaching
Chinese, we divide spoken language from the written characters, and consequently divide
language skills into two groups, “listening and speaking” and “reading and writing”, this would
allow us to reconsider those complexities and the difficulties of learning process for each of them.
Moreover, this categorization would help us understand which division is hard to learn, the oral

13
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language, or the characters, and which group of abilities is more difficult to master, “listening
and speaking” or “reading and writing”. Therefore, there could be an adaptation of the teaching
methods to the respective difficulties of the mentioned categories. Hence. This article explains
the difficulties caused by the current language teaching methods adopted from the west and
western languages from a foreign learner perspective, and discusses the advantages of separating
Chinese oral language from Chinese characters when teaching Chinese language, and use new
methods that adopt to each language ability group.

Keywords: Chinese is hard; oral and written separation; Chinese acquisition; Chinese teaching

35

David Crystal 7E1RESEE AR 1 51 5 2 RSB AR, AR H <X R
WRHERAE T RER TIEARZ i3 a0 2 F E 2R R, (HE G LR —F
FEEREAES . AR, SRS RS, Y ERIE SN
TIEHESEE RS REANTERHW. 5 T%052 06, AR EEFERER ) LEANE
MATHITE FEEZ A2, W EMIE BINE N 2 2] iid . 1 B GEEMAE M RERE ,
OB IXEEF ML, BHREAFERKMEIIES . DORRAHEMNZER . ARSI, Bk
A ZEE, Bul, BEEADOERANFFA CUNDOEMES:, KRB F BN, Wik
AR .

HRTSOE S 2% Hamsfhn, (H2&3hnn s B2k 82 I PGE M N BuoRk 2, (22
Z /b NEIEFESEE ) IR 0GE . 2/ NBBIHESHE SR pKF. #a)igi, 20 A
TG I P0E, FMEFTRYS:. HEAEERZ /D NENGEHRBIEERT, 20 A\KET
ULRE T o A, )RR U 7R B 2 M 230 2 PUE 32 7 AR AN & B U (R 1 2

—. BAVE NI ADE

ANE N 2 ST <BARDGE (1) B 15 "Mandarin. “BUARBOE 2B

WRIE FMEHEES . WRDGERAZMT 5, WA RELFEE. AN REL
[FE 2 UAE OB S AbsiE s, DAL e AT S, DLSE i AR B S0 E A vk
PSR AR SR (PP NES NG N ) e % < S M RN ES ANy 8 S R L i = (SR v 2l 0 )
DG T 7

=, DUBRFREDOEHESRIR

PARDUE R A T, (HR A SCYE Rl B AMEL N A B2 A 1 DLT T = A 32 B A

! David Crystal (2003) English as a global language, Cambridge University Press: p.8
2HAASR . BT AR (2007)BARDE, dbnl: M EE MR 17T
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1 “PUEE "MD" RPN TERFAK RS

HMEEER 1R HOE TR W i BOAE A F VO S AMER N TSRS hR, P
PL“Z35 5 SIS K 5 2 T8 I BHE A I8 5 2R v ], ik si .
By, " JEK, FAYAFHNEEE, RS S, meEw 8RR RIS
J1o ABRDGELTREF T, F TR E, B SR & 5 15 28 K,
DUBEIE S ML T RWDAFMB ARG, — DR SRS, DRI Z IR
G

2. DUBHFHRAMREKEZE, WMRERER

MR F BT AR YE, DGR R R BAENIES, RS CTEES K2R
SR BELERES . PIE 0B S MHIERREFEY TN, IGERDOC T XA S
PRGN HRAAH T XS . Heni, S5 1) “pasta” 2 H 7 BERF 51 S A8 i o#p i)
ER BN —AN0 . AT IDOEVIHES, #aEE] 7 “pasta”8“noodles” XN E i, PMEH
HETCmig”, (HRERESLEAEES, HRARTE XA 7 S R B ER
Ho POBFIPN ALK EY & L AR, PUEH CFERF 5 e R Y S
Mo WAREBIE D T2 LA SR8 5, BT LLe AT 1] SR A AR A T AT IR 5, A2 R
MG . I, 5P “pasta” X AN, POEHICRIREE B I %, A E R i isan
N VA TR | 1T RN I TT TR
“HITH”. A BFE R AL AN 9iE J i “Mushroom” X Mal, PUEFRFCH E&" “4E 5.
Kk TE . AGBRLE

XANRF R AERN I ER R R, BONN @ AR S B A N &, iR

M SIERE M, Sham RS EREL, 0T 54+

Zhid B R X

X P B At 5 2

s TP EEAN. WA E R,
# IR RV TR R CRAIARTE)
# MR FFE.

% Wilga M.Rivers (1964) The psychologist and the foreign language teachers, USA: The
University of Chicago Press : p. 107

SYESERE (2009) HBS5Hhg NGB N S51E S RIEZERAALH R , W6 —ImyEE
Fredi, &5 10 BH: 17-20 70
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i) T HE .
DERREBESHERAMEF PHEMZESHERARNETF
fth T B E — 4, He holds an umbrella
i F HRENE T He holds a basket
TR & T He holds his nose.
Ui ARG M She is holding the tea cup
G G b ) 7% The mom is holding her baby
3yid] By X
1 ) b8 . eI H T B0 % 2R 08 Blts
MNE I
i} F A 54k o
H (N HBEBK.
e M 555
ERRESHEANAT PHEHSESPERRE T
AT SR TR R . They carry the table
i N RARHE K In the past everybody carried water home
oS E 1%, The mother is carrying her kid on her back
Uth e 3 R A She is carrying a leather bag under her arm

T SR AR B GAE F B “hold”Hl“carry”, EAIHEDUE T AH Vi 2 R L
FILA ] HeAb, A F 38 1 -] B A “hold Bl “carry” X M| il & B WE H 20+ )L
e X TEHERS RGPS TS 2 — R ZRMPRIE RN A 15 5 r > 15 d
SR HRD A A

3. DUBAR i Mg A A b

BT PO S R R K2 BB e iR ARE R, <R, PUER ORI E
VLA G WNAE RIS LR 2 o AT, AfMEEAE . S LI B < A A AR
T AR G, kM BT AR bR AR RS A AR AN kb TR RN RS . BB AR, AR
S <UL U g o 0 FA I 24 TROZE [ IR AR BLUE 20, BRSNS 14 D
ERARH AT BAZ /DA, BERAERAKER, miRERE Mt 2m. .

SHHHZE. BFERQO0T)IMACIGE, b it: ESE Rk 7 0
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{5 7 5 B e B I TR BT SR B e

SRS S), BT A AR ORS 02 51 LR S R M B BB 5 . X BNy

AR H0b R P SO BRI . R B S 25 . St AR A A2 SI O 2 T

PU4E, el BRI E T AR, AESUVEIE A, TR T IRAR R )
u.‘LEE_

[5%,

NVLIITE, /5 2L T LS X AR D A Rl . T aG27 218 5 e a, A ResiiN
M2l 7B IR 25 R O BRIUEE N 22 (2 DO A2 DUE”

0 T )
SO TF IR 47 “ SO TT R FR AR SO, BRI
SO W B RIS BN S R R RS . YO
TR O RSO S TFREAT s SR BV PR L B 7 46 P 2.
BRI S FE ORI T L, 7 (0l 4 T S B DV R 07
S A T FLAROS L TSR3 51 6 TR A
HHER L 4

”ﬂ;D\IXi“_‘Li
- R

WIS H IR SR E ROUESCEIER R U 107K %, T EL AL H A

# > Bl
®FfE (2007) WFHCFIR 5759k, dbat: AbRURE IR 32 1T
TR (2016) XFHMIUEEE G, b

: dERUIE S RE MR 362 1T
https://www.buc.edu.eg/

SEKARAE (2007) BT I B B eE R, Wi, 5 130 64-68 TH
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XM LR AV 2 RAEUE B RIIE, LA A Bk F SO 2 2L
BLfA%, AATTRESE FHAR Rk RO DUE A TR S M2 P 5L, ANRES B ORAR f] B 1 DLTH
CINES

MR ERH bR ZEAIDOEN GBI AR, W, 8. 5, el BERH
“HeiB n OB BT RIE R SO, RIBEDUEENEE B S SMEECET, R
AETEL, R CDUBPEE TR @ POEE, ARNT, ANENT, EAREE T .
FEDUER F AR S, JF B2 CRAWID DOE B )5, THRIAE T, HA
o WR—EHEN 725, BTGy, L#HLS, SeEhidkss, FaET, FH
IS E T i3 5 2R G AR Bre °

B, BEHEARUDOE BB MR KK — 2 i Rid 5. (H2 B
ENPHE CFR E B AECRE, Pk BRI DGR SRR 745 LERCRT 5. N
(RITERE LERRARE o R DUTE 1Sk A2 b g /BRI ACbRpe JiEte ok, eI RS, S8
213 DT HESA TR o

2. WB“EEWE" Wrik e IR “ M KEBI N FEEER

HMEEE 2] 3 AT S DOE BT T I AE 77, BRIl Y 5 513 A E SIS
ATFIERE 1 WIS 5552 ST DOE B S W BEATERE (FFNTE 5 A 7 BE
B v A, R BB RSCHAEE AR R, AT S PR E S HE Tk
MR, SEHHATEEA b %, N T P REE ROEE RN EMERE, AR RN
THIRE, B E AR, a0 b IR DO B RS, AL H
AR ANE IR N R e & A MBI RSO A 1 B2, BATEIHE R 2 DGE 2 D
FIR, MAAAEERUE 2IA) T A, JAMIRAZR AR EN < IA) BT A 5 L

TP OB SR TR T BN TERE ERAREN, EUhARMSS
W CFRFEGRNED ROSEM R . O, (E%EEE 1R S A5 958 IR S IR
Y, JLE A ERHER, HATE T AL S S PRI EEA AR A <R 1, R ANEA LTS
kR, AR S MBI AR IR

TR X Gy Wi B R BT, AN TR F AR R SRR AR VAL, 1T
W1 22 ] T E A . FeR)ilhit, FRAIGE BARE S, A7 A A 2 B R AR R

SR EH (2011) WIHPUEZF WA RS E—SiB G CORHE, AR DUEHE:, 5 31
376-387 1L

10 Chomsky Noam (1959) On Certain Formal Properties of Grammars, Information and Control
2: p.137-167
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s T B TR . 1 B U TP B R R B U N A S A
Ao 1EYSR LI —E WIEVE N AR )V & A, 8 RIS 75 2 R R B RS
AR T NIRRT R S5 SR, BRI A] A oK HE i S 8 0 IR P AR
XA VR AR BT A PR S I B IR RN ULRE T, )RS S B T
e B EMM 2. 3 MIPGER: SAIMESRS 05, TEDOE ISR 7RV UiRe b, RERE
AT RN SRR 25 1 A AE Y 2 a), BARIE A B Pt iE
B HERIE R, AT, H IR iR R .
Bk, SRR BN BB R A T S @ 1E AR 5 0 A 7 BB B e fR
Gy PR CERARCEEL A, B S R B B A G eIl %
A CAFEREAE O b TR R AE, B RTE B Ak 1) ) TR O B 4 R dn
Phooor N S B SR R I AR B R A G SO A 2R I S AT
%,
3. DUB“ICFE”. BERESIFZRA“N/NBIRF R
WIRTATIA, POEIR A UE AN E, & Ba M E 5 M S R U S5 1k
o WATHETRAPIEES 9 SR, @m0 BE NS RN
REPNHDOHBEERER XAE S ) F RN T aaL =, FR, KADOEILE 2/
T ORKA A AMNE S E T BEEHANE R, s A AL H
FE USSR A D0 N B B a0 18RS DA AN 77 T SR B AR —— D7 AR B (1) &5
PRI AR 91 1) 4
B BRAHE BN AN . ARG E RS, IR Ak, Al
PN RETFHIRET, GHRFNDERTRIERE T AT A2 F AR 10 I 55 54 B 1) o
“DCFHRE — MR MR TR w5, FrbL, 7 A5 nT DGR D S AR F . 3
HAA SRR 2B M AR RIS, Bril, DS E ARBN T, ET4E
PR ) 2 AR 7R 2 AT 450 By AT Rl S e . 12
1. WFEARGRLER M.
P e = S AT = AN I NP o SN oo A 1 Y NI e} DR S AT R N
F. WTHHE:

11 Micheal Lewis (1997) Implementing the lexical approach: putting theory into practice, United
Kingdom: Heinle, Cengage Learning: p.7

12 5K A A (2007) H FIDL 7B e, AEAUiE 5 R ikt 11 15T
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AR ik | ART

g
|

FAZEA 8 M. B B ML B AL R WL o EE2EA 25 M. ik
BB ETR . “REHEN 8 M. 1) WAFLWNT, “M”. 2) N EF|ITH
“ZUL R 3 MAMEIRIneET, <R 4) INHEIL RNy K. B SN FRE
“lly <Hre 6) Sl s HAb e, <R 7 JeiEME e, <3, 8) SLiEk)E
IR K. PPIRIE W EAN G AR AR T AL A S A AR DU AN R B AR T
e e T b IS . AR CWNBIR T ik S AE AN R EATE RN
ZH, BEEMNAIREE S - DNEERRBEN, HEFRBREFHAG K. £
PP R A A 2 A B AR AL R 7 R IR & IR bR e 2 S B S R i
A B FIRIE BB AR T % AN BEAN BT BR N R5 FT A

2. WHENIARIFAT SGRA:

DO AN B FE AR A AT 1) 32 B B R AE —JeiR 5 s Z B I XF AL BT
WA e — B ATE F A AL, W K PUE B A A X SRR Hee
o PHEEF PN DOE KRN IR 1 A I PN FEA AL, T, <P B A
e CmE, n] LA i< IWINBIR 45 . 4 -

(FED | ks | &FF 1]

13 Janet Zhi qun Xing (2006) Teaching and learning Chinese as a foreign language: a
pedagogical grammar, Hong Kong University Press: p.125

YR 5(2018) — Jn i EL —oeit: BUE B ECA AN IR IR A B B AG, ESCH
SR 4311 1-11 1
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P R LA RS 73 AN RS R TR o T P R AL A S T AR B R B
MR AR Gy <ol “7 HR R BN — A 38 E B A T AL . B
L, SR M B B A ORFAATE 1 B B T4 iy 2 A X DO A e | R 2
JAS— & R BEAS B 2 B R 0 45 22 AR VR 1 4L, (HRESEEIHRE T R, RE
M AR AN BB At B K AT R IR R S W N PN ik

2R ~

A e ER

[5] % ~— ~—

o ~N A A~ A~

S i b [ JEFR BRBA

%

+5= =45 ARE EAUN
~ ~ ~ ~

TESL I B 2 B 7B 2 BB A

1.

fif e R TR R A IR . TR TR IR AR FEE IR S
i R] PRV 2R P 515 e B B B o 3 iR 22 HH B I A 45 iR DR R A 7
FEAN NI 7 BB AR I 32 4. . <58 I BN g 1. iR
TR AR Dy S Al 9m] 52 ST, B B M ECE R ) AR BN, YR A
B AR o LA AR R (1 TR ZAE T R <A R A 2R B “xilian”

& S BT MTE TR A BRAR AT 22 3] X . 50 RE B MR AE 5 1 R Atk b 813 A G AT
IR HAM B RN AL A L,

SR SR PR DO B B BE A a4t SCA AR R SR . BREZAN DU ICHE ) . 3
FEZMM ARG, . ARH#R EANRBRIRART: K250k
G EE A, n R A A UR B BRI AE TR AL FR At BRSO, Mz AR H
WALV SR B BURE 2 R BRI SRR 01507 “IRAEREAT BB T A IR 1]
TEARANE R B IR E MR, 1E R R AR REAE T AR 2 A [ 152 B A o 2B
ER . #ra)ilil, EREPACM IR BARZRZ By, HERSHREEE
ANE TRV AR R R o

Fe 28— R S ANE A R 1 R RE ) . BAREER T R AR E . R
SRECK UL, W REFRA S, HEELEAEXHMNS, mHXCHRER
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